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The God of Iſrael ſaid, The Rock of 


2 SAM. XXIIL 3, 4. 


Iſrael ſpake to me : He that ruleth 


over - muſs be juſt, ruling i in the 
fear of the Lord 


And be ſhall be as the light of the morn- 


ing, when the Sun riſeth; even 4 
morning without clouds ; as the ten- 
der graſs ſpringing out of be earth by 


clear ſhining after rain. 


ERRMEH T is the peculiar glory of 
NMILES” Humane Nature, that Maa 1s 
made after the Image of 
God: and therefore the di- 
2 1-7 ſtinctions of Honour among 

Men, onght to be taken from 

the Characters of the Divine Nature and 
Perfections that appear in them. Higher 
degrees of Capacity bring men ſo much 
the nearer to the Infinite Compaſs of that 
A 3 Eternal 
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Eternal Mind. The Elevations of Great- 
neſs, are - approaches: ro that unbounded 
Power 40 which a) things are fſubje@, 
Vert, though there is ſomewhat - in theſe 
_ which is aptito ſtrike the World with admira- 
tion ,. there is another. reſemblance of the 
Divinity which has a more peculiar beauty 
in it, that conlifts in Juſtice and Goodneſs. 
The other may ſubdue the World; bur this 
only overcomes mens hearts, and triumphs 
over their Thoughts, as much as the Greateſt 

onarch. can. do over their Perſons. Power 
without Goodneſs is the juſtelt Obje& of 
mens fear and averſion ; and every man is 
on his guard againſt Wiſdom, when it is 
not guided by Juſtice. An Elevation of 
Condition, without a more rea}, Dignity in- 
herent in the mind, is only the/expoſing of 
thoſe who! are cloathed with. that ill de- 
ſerved Greatneſs to a brighter light, and 
more obleryation., by whic, their Defects, 
which might have paſſed without any un- 
kind: Comments made 'on them, if they had 
lived" in- a greater obſcurity, become the 
more Conſpicuous, and are by conſequence 
the 
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the more cenſured. 'Thole who are raiſed 
up to a high Eminence of Dignity, are fo 
much the more accquntable both to God 
and man, not only for all the Hl which ex 
ther they themſelves ; or others. acting in 
their Name, or by their Example, may have 
done, but likewtle for all the Good- which 
they might have done, but did not. And 
as they have much to an{wer for. to God , 
fo likewife men expe&t much from them ; 
and will be ſevere in exacting that, to which 
they think they have fo juſt' a right. God 
will indeed forgive their Errors, it they re- 
pent of them; but men will hot be-ſo mer- 
ciful. They will vent their Indignation, if 
they cannot on their Perſons, yet at leaſt 
on their Memories. The Flatterers. of the 
Roman: Emperors wete. not! more Ingenious 
in Inventing. new Rites of Divine Adoration 
to their Arrogant Maſters, during their lives, 
than their Opprefſed Subjetts- were to find 
out peculiar marks- ob Inatamy for the loading 
their Memories-after their death. - And 1t 1s 
certain, That as theMemory of Good Princes 
{hall be in everlaſting remembrance ; lo the Me- 
'mory 
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mory of Bad ones ſhall either quite periſh, or 
' ſhall rot ; either they ſhall be quite forgotten, 
or they ſhall be remembred indeed, bur it ſhall 
be with all poſſible (corn and horror. | 

Therefore it is that David being to leave 

theſe as his laſt words to all poſterity, as well 
as to Solomon, and ſuch as ſhould deſcend 
from him; and intending to put all the 
weight in them, that could be in words, he 
introduces them with much pomp, to give: 
them the more authority. It is not only ſaid, 
that theſe are his laſt words, tho that muſt na- 
curally create reſpeft, eſpecially when ir is a 
King that ſpeaks after long Experience ; and a 
| Reign as full of all varieties of Accidents as any 
ts in Hiſtory ; But Attention is allo here raiſed 
by a Poetical redoubling of many lofty Ex- 
prefiions. -David, the Son of Jeſſe, ſaid; the 
man that was raiſed up on high, the Anointed of 
the God of Jacob, and the ſweet P/almift of 1ſ- 
rael, Fl Ro becauſe ks Rf Al 
was to be given, was too Important to reſt 
upon a Human Authority, how eminent ſoe- 
ver it might be, another ſet of Expreſſions 
that are yet more ſublime, comes after. theſe. 


The 
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The Spirit of the Lord ſpake by. me, anid bis 
word was in my tongue : The God of: Tſrael ſaid, 
the Rock of Iſrael fſpake to me : He that ruleth 
over men muſt be juſt, ruling mi the fear of the Lord. 
Here ate the true meafures of Government ; 
itisa- Rate, and not an Abfolute Dominian ; 
it is a Rale aver men, and not a Power, like 
that which we have' over Beaſts., In a 
word; it is the Condudt of free. and; reaſo: 
nable Beings, who-need-indeed to: be. goyernt 
ed, but oughr not to be: broken by the forge 
and weteht of Power. - 
"= hoſe who manage this: Power, and Rule 
over Men, nſt'be juſt, and a& according to 
thoſe Eternal and Unalcerable Rules of 
Truth and- Goodneſs, which are bath: inclu- 
_ dedinthe word Juſt. Fhis is Univerſal, and 
binds allPtinees equally ; but ſuch as have. the 
adyancages of a more particular\Revelation of 
the Wilt'of God, come under another Obli. 
ation, of Ruling. in his-fear, and of admini- 
ftring that- Authority which. 1s pus. in-thejr 
Kan according-to' that light with which he 
has bleſt them. arena 
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Thele. words contain the Duty, and give 
the Character of a good Prince ; and thoſe 
which follow, ſet forth the Happineſs of ſucha 
Government, from two, very natural Figures, 
which are apt to. make great Impreſſions on 
us: A temperate Air, and a clear Sky ; a fair 
Morning, and an unclouded Sun, are things 
which donot only pleaſe, but animate ; they 
quicken and exhilarate our | Spirits; and a 
| kindly Spring, . in which all. the Productions 
| of the Farth ſhoot out abundantly upon the 
| due intermixtures of Rain and Sun, of 
Heat and Moiſtare,: gives the Earth a -new 
Face, and a:new Life 'to all chat dwell up- 
ON It. ITE 1 | 
And be ſhall be as the light of the morning, 
when the Sun riſeth ; even. a \morning without 
clouds ;/ as- the tender - graſs ſpringing-out of the 
| earth by clea# ſhining after-rain, - FY 

+ Theſe being Bleflings which all Men feel, 
and in which every Man rejoices; it was a ve- 
ry natural Piece of Rhetorick, to ſet forth 
the Happineſs of a good Government under 
ſuch Figures. rats att. 
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. This then which is: ſo Elegantly com- 
mended to us, is a Ral, and a Rule over men. 
It is a Rule, and not an Arbitrary Power, 
without Laws and- Meaſures. Man is in- 
deed born free, and ſo: he has a Right to Lj- 
berty ; 'but he is born likewiſe with ſo: much 


frailty in his Compoſition, that: he | wants 


Conduct, and muſt be kept under Rule. It 
is a Queſtion not eahly. determined, whe- 


ther a. State of Liberty, | without any reſtraint, 
that leaves all'! Men to: a ful freedom of 
acting as they pleaſe ; or aState of 'Reſtrainr, 
that ſhuts out all Liberty, is the more mile- 


Table of the two, The one. {ubdues whole 


Nations to the Humours of one flattered and 
abuſed Tyrant; and the other expoſes Men 
to the Frauds and Violences of all their 
Neighbours ;; this keeps all Men in a.conftant 
State,of War, andithat makes them languiſh 
under'a bale ;depreſſion 'of Spirit, In -one 
word, the one - makes Men, Beaſts of Prey, 
and the other makes them Beaſts of Burden. 
The Mean between thefe: two Extreams, is' a 
Juſt Government, that conducts thole who 
are under it, by conſtant and- fixed Rules, 

B 2 that 
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that limins Means Rights, and reftrains their 
Paſſions ; that {nabdues the Haughry, and 
protects the Hamble ; thar aflures to every 
Man both his juſt Birth-rights, and the 
fruits of his Induſtry ; and, to ſum up all 
that renders every Man fafe, and that puts 
him in a way'to make himſelf happy. 
Without this, Mankind would grow mto 
{o much diſorder, that the World would be- 
come a Deſert, -and Life it ſelf would be a 
Miſery, if to live without all Ruleover Men, 
were the Condition of living. - A firm and 
ſteady, an equal anduniform, but above all, 
a juſt Government, changes the whole Scene; 
every man feels that he is ſecure, and ſees 
how he may be happy : and unleſs the whole 
Government falls under a General Diſtreſs, no 
man -can be miſerable without Remedy, bat 
through his own fault. ' This is' che Sam of 
all the Happineſs that -can be expected from 
Government: Butas-it is a Rule, and not a 
ſutlen Authority ; ſo it is a Ruk over Men, 
ſuitable co the Principles of Reafon, to the 
Nature of man, and to the Ends of Civil $o- 
ciety. To govern by Humour ' or Willful- 
; n nels, 
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aels, cicher-ſhewing an wareaſonable Stiffneſs, 
inaghering te6 {ullenly to. recetved Maxims, 
or. .an anhxed' Levity, that has no meaſures, 
to impoſe things meerly becaule thoſe in- Au 
thority, will ſhew their Power, and will be 
obeycd; to put the Fradlues of [Men' to 'trials 
in their-Obedience, that are above Humane 
Patience; to: exattof them. that which is ei- 
ther impoſlible or unreaſondble, and to $arry 
this-Ryle too far into that: which! is God's Im- 
mediate. Province, 1.mean, Mens Conſciences : 
All this is not:the Ruling over 'Men;: either as 
Menor as'Chriftuans : God:himſelf has made 
his Toke eafie, andtherefore thaſe who can' pre- 
zend: no higher than-.to! be his Vicegerents, 
ſhould nat» exceed thoſe Limits, - within hich 
the Author of -our Being has | reſtrained him- 
ſelf, Undue: Impoſitions, and unrelenting Se- 
verities; a. Rigour 'm Commanding, and a 
Cruelty in Punsfhing, muſt find Patterns elſe- 
where, thenin Gods Governing the World, 
or in Chrifts' Governing the Church. Hap. 
| Þy we, who are delivered from both Ex- 
treams.; who neither lie under the Texror of 
a Deſpotick Power, ' nor are; -caſt-looſe to. the 

wild- 


HON EI > > or to 


4 


are eu 22 ar IE, 2 


A Sermon at the Coronation of 


wildne(s- of :1ungovern'd®: Multitades 3 who 
neither groan under the Tyranny of Inquifi- 
tors, nor the Madneſs of Lawleſs Men ;' and 
whoſe Laws ' are neither-: writ on Sand,- nor 
with. Blood; neither eafie to be: defaced, 'nor 


_ Ervel an their' Execation... -{./ 7:4 


-:Bu& {how-[ well tempered ſoever. otir Con- 
ſtitution; may..beg nothing cat! compleat' onr 


happineſs; but -the Juſtice of thoſe: who rule 


over us} Then may.we ceckoniour ſelves: re- 


ally happy, when chey:are. rroly:Juſt ;*- Juſt," 1 
lay; to, their/People;randi to ithemfel ves; 'to 
their Laws, .and-to their. own! Words and'Pro- 


miles; -chieflyy...to-. ſichilaþnis the? Sacred 


Oath.of-this Great Day:;- and>when chey-ate 
19 exactly ſcrupulous in! porn? of i: Truth ; 
that all-men -{ce,' that there is no part of the 
Government -{o unalterable as their iÞaith: is : 
Juſt likewile to every one ot2thtir. Subjects”, 
ſheltering them all under an Impattal ProteRt 
on; neither -perverting Juſtice themſelves,*nor 
{uffering it to be perverted, as far as in'them 
lies, -by any thar act in their Name'; and re- 
ſolving to make. {evere /Examples' of :all that 
they can diſcover, who make; them #he Pa- 
trons 
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trons of ther. Oppreſſion : Juſt ro the whole 
Society, and the Conſtitution of the Govern- 
ment, as well as to every Individual Member 
of it; not. breaking through the Limits, of 
their Power, .nor invading the Rights of their 
People ; neither inventing new Pretenſions of 
Prerogative, nor ſtretching thoſe that do be- 
long to them, tothe Ruine of their Subjects : 


Juſt in diſtributing the Publick Rewards, wich 
a. due regard to mens Capacities and Merits ; 
and even Juſt in that which to Good Kings is 
always the leaſt acceptable Exerciſe of their 
Power; I mean, in puniſhing the froward 
and diſobedient, when the ill Effects of their 
Lenity are vilible; for - there are Caſes in 
which Gentleneſs to particular Perſons, be- 
comes- an Injuſtice to the whole Body. 
When Blood is ſhed, -ic cries againft the 
Murderer, till it is pardoned ; but then the 
Cry turns upon thole that pardon it, and 
upon the Land that is defiled with Blood. There 
is, after all; a Juſtice in ſhewing Mercy, as well 
as in puniſhing ; ocherwiſe Princes may fall 
mto the Error of being righteous overmuch : 
And when the Mortives tor Mercy are brought 
near 
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] Tor an Equality to thoſe of the orher Be 
3 tream, . the Ballange fhould ever turn to'the 
Ni merciful ſide, He upderſigod Government 
Prov. 20, 28. well, that aid,, Mercy aud truth” preſerve” the 


King, and bs Throne 4s upheld by mercy. © | 

_ "This is the Charadter of a Juſt Prince, 'who 
Prov. 20. 8. (Ftteth on, the Throne of Judgment,” and ſcattereth 

away aft evil with hi eyes. There is'a Majeſty 

in Juſtice that makes all unrighteouſnels Ay, 

| Prov. 16.12, and hide its face before it: Tr 18 by righteouſneſs 

| that the Throne is eſtabliſhed. When every 

man feels the Bleſſings of fuch a Ruler, all 

if men are cake, and purlue their Induſtry, , be- 

G || cauſe- they know they: ſhall, zeap the Fruit 'of 

C | their Laboyr; and every man, becomes. 4 

l | Guard to the Government , that finds him- 
ij ſetf guarded by ir. Ir is. neither the, Diſcog- | 
| | rents of a few ambitious and . reſttefs Spirjts, 
nor the Practices of thaſe who are corrupted | 
by the Enemies of a State, that can throw | 
ic into Conyulſions, as. long as Juſtice and "I 
Righteouſneſs ſue out from the Throne in 
lo tree a courſe, that they run down, like a 
_ECPCTTTT ES Te ra 
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and when the wicked are put away from before *'%. 25 5. 


them, and when they eſteem it their honow 
ta ſearch out matters, not being abuſed by 
bold Calumnies, or unjuſt Repreſencations : 
When they relieve the Poor, and protect the 
Opprefſed, then by a noble fort of Con- 
queſt and Enlargement of Empire and Pre- 
rogative, they become the abſolute Maſters 
of the Hearts and Hands of their Subjects : 
When inſtead - of making their Will the 
Meaſure of the Law, they make the Law 
the Meaſure of their Will, they will then 
feel the caſineſs of Ruling juſtly, as ſen- 
ſibly as their People will the. happineſs of 
ic; for here they will ſee their way very. 
plain before them, whereas in all other 
paths they muſt be often divided berween: 
an irreconcileable - variety of Intereſts and 
Paſſions. nook 


But. after all, though it is; a great happi- 
neſs when Rulers ſeem' to-;have Juſtice. ſo 
deeply . rooted, in their natures, that every, 
a&t of Injuſtice is as a Violence donethem ; 
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Prov. 20, 29. 


| | - Prov. 16.12, © 
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tream, . the Ballance fhonld ever turn to'the 
that aid, Mercy and truth preſerve* the 


near an Equality to thoſe of 'the  orher Ex-/ 
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When righteous lips are the delinht of Kmos, p.gu is... 
and when the wicked are put away from beforc *'%: 25 5. 
them, and when they eſteem it their honour 
ta ſearch out matters, not being abuled by 
bold Calumnies, or unjuſt Repreſencations : 
When they relieve the Poor, and prote&t the 
Oppreſſed, then by a noble fort of Con- 
queſt and Enlargement of Empire and Pre- 
rogative, they become the abſolute Maſters 
of the Hearts and Hands of their Subjects : 
When inſtead Þ of making their Will the 
Meaſure of the Law, they make the Law 
the Meaſure of their Will, they will then 
feel che caſineſs of Ruling juſtly, as ſen- 
ſibly as their People will the happineſs of 
it ; for here they will ſee their way very .- 
plain before them, whereas in all other 
paths they muſt be often divided/ berween: 
an -irreconcileable - variety of Intereſts and 
x Paſhions. | 53 -©75100--4:iv0ra0d 


| But. after all, though it is; a great happi- 
| neſs when Rulers ſeem' to;;have Juſtice. ſo 
deeply. rooted. in their natures, that every. 

a&t of [njuſtice is as a Violence done them; 
| C OE 
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yet unleſs there is a mote lafting: Principle 
formed in them, - their Noble and Vertuous 
Inclinations will be ſo often crofſed by pre- 
vailing-' Intereſts, atid' they will find rhem- 
ſelves fo' ofren beſer with corrupt Men, 
who 'coutt-- forbidden Gain,: and. love :the 


wates of unribhbteoufneſs, thar it will not be 


poſſible for'tthem'to maintain: their Integrity, 
they have not 2 Principle within chem 
of: fach' foreeg" that it: Beaks:all; things down 
before it; aadchat is the feur of: God. : This 
will poffeſs their minds with a fecrer awe 
of that 'Stpterne Being, which ſees allithings, 
arid! diſcovers: eveti! the: hidden! things) of diſh 
Ay 12 This will aceuftorn” Princes co cons 
fider, that how muck foever they may be 
refed above their: Subjeds, yer they /ave as 
rſ0tHh9Þ© before- that: God:, / who fas he: fer. 
them tp- by His Pfovidencey fo he camputt 
them down at his pleaſure. He pourethican- 
tempt upon Princes ; and when he blafts the 
Catinſes; and ifirends/to: defeat the Deſigns 
6 ch&Gttarefan® LofcibſtMordarchs,-how 
«rp ds Cremw: fil; dhdilhrones ſhike ? 
This ear 05f Ordlowiills make Princes often. 


remember, 
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remember, even in the Pride of all theix ea. 82. 6, 5. 


Glory, that though then they-look hke Gods, 
yet they muſt die like Men'; this:;Profpet 
will make them think ſometjmesgþn the 
melancholyReflections which the appreathes 
of Death will probably- raiſe within them; 
if they at any time for. the.-encreaſe of 
their: Treaſure, or: their Power, or-for: any 
ambitious: or-ill -Defiga., bave perverted 
Judgment, or denied Juſtice ;-if hey have 
ſhed Innocent Blood , , or {hut their Ears 
apainſt che» Cries of - the Miſtxable: The 
remembrance of theſe rhings' will tchentaiſe 
| Agonns th: them Minds g/ which: they vial 
not be able to; foften by any of all thoſe 
Diverfions. With - whith - they. emertained 
themſelves w their: Health: and flourdlnng 
Condition; Fhe : Violerices that! they: haye 
commitred, 'and the Blaod' which'rhey bave 
ſhed, - will rhen tick too cloſe: to their 
Thonghts: to be ealtly 'fhaken'off by them': 
Or- if they could be-fo charmed with! the 


fwcerneſs of Empire, that it ſhould make .. ,. +. 


them. deaf to- all Clamours in' this Wotld:; 
yet as. [oom. as: their Souls paſs out of thei? 
"of C 2 Bodies, 
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+. -* - Bodies, they muſt leave their Crowns and 


all their Glory behind. them, * and go into \ 
a ſtate 'where all the Diſtin&ions that now 
look ſo: gay and lo ſhining, will fignifie 
noching, 'unleſs it - be: to add to their Ac- 
count, to encreaſe their Guilt , and to 
heighten their Condemnation. "Then they 
mult:appear at a "Tribunal, where there. is 

no" refpe&t of Perſons ;* where' the (Cries of 
thoſe Widows and Orphans whom theyeither 
made, or oppreſſed, or at leaſt refuſed re 
relieve; will ibe heard; and every one of 
thoſe: Complaintsagainſt which their Grear- 
nefs fecured> them. when on Earth, will :be 
weighed in the Scales of Imparrtial Juſtice. 
Then thofe Princes who have hardned them- 
felves: againft the: Miſeries' of -Mankind, 
apainſt-all' that effuſjon' of Blood:and Defo- | 
tation which "their. defire of Glory, their | 
Ambition, or their Revenge occafioned-1n 
the tojuſt ' Wars: which they have made, 
h will: find that. they have a juft and .righ+ 


| jb3419 feous God to:dea} with, that accepreth -wot 
$1 che Perſons of - Princes, that revengeth Innocent 


Blood, cefpecially the: Blood of his Saints, and 


that 
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bay will —_ every man according to bis Mar, 18. 37s 


works. | Theſe are all Conſiderations. of 
ſuch mighty force; which riſe out. of the 
fear of God ;,' that: :i6- Princes do nor ſlr 
chem quite 'our''of: their minds, they: will 
certainly make- all their Maxims of Juſtice 
fo much thefirmer, as they are grafted upon 
this: ſtock; : amd : noutiſbed: with ING 
[teh ike Refletions... 0 bog + eoboM oor 
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| Jinlp's inthe fear of the. Lord; "ts ade 


only. "import, that this is: the: Prince's-i{e- 
cret: Motive and conſtant : Remembrances, 
 but\'thar: 'che Fear of Grd becomessherBiile 
ofthe -Goverament, / as well as the: Prifi- 
ciple. of) | him that governs. :Few: Princes 
are iſo;bad-as to own: that. they: hive- rÞ 
regard ro Religion/in any thing}thtydoe: 
2r:is a (ſtrong; remprarion'o their; Snbjefts 20 
thake-'off | their Yoke, when they: openly 
thake''off .God's' : | ' bat as /imany, as 
make' a. pretende: of | their: Religinn, do 
with it, | as they >do' who: wear 3Miks, 
_—" rather hide than difguile thera; for 


_ none: 


—_—— 


EI 


BP 


— 
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. /Men'vcannot'ſee what : isunder tt, yer: they 


in: Yogue : The being given up- blindly 


—— — —————___@__ ___——_____ 


none take >the 'Viras : for the true Face, 


ichough'-it 'covers it:2 They + uſe Religion 


For iche: hiding” ſome ſoorce deformiries'; 
'bit the Mavis ifo courſe; that. though-all 


plilaly diſcern: ithar: it is; but »a Make - Hly- 
popriſic, ! ag;all:other things: that we: wear, 
tical ob: riew! Bafhiods,r - and:of diffe- 
rent Modes ; and the.-Skilt-6f thoſe who 
uſe it, is to find out that which is _ 


-likeby-ro take, and to ſuit it: wich: the p 


fone aocafion,!: In ene Age, the: ova 
.of>:: Monafterits ::.2nd> the puildidg7-of 
Chiirches, could! fanfithethe greateſt Mon 


Rers:- The Devotion of an Ape, was 
tho; carrying 


ever: vaſt : Arnmes' to be! gſe- 
ſtroyed inthe Aoly Land: At apy 
a> Fed:'for ome new[Dofixing or congo- 
veriad"pitce:of Worſhip; wasrbe: Holimck 


© hb 10h the breaking of —_ / 

g:of! Frog oo ſwmofien 
ke r bloly kirech) can ferve:with fore 
1s ues a muyltuude.: of Sins: At [home 


times 


ll... re, es, _. 
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times the Praying and Preaching: with Ap- 
pearances of Feryour and Devotion, has 
a Charm that! carries Nations after jt: 
And a Rigour in. {upporting Eltabliſhed: 
Forms; ' and (the cuming of : ſuch as;d6 
nor "comply with : them: wilt; alſo: draw 
ro-it ſelf grear- Applaules.., After; alb-theſe 
Miſtakes or” Impoſtures ;:>the ceneidNation, 
of ruling in the» fear "ops. the therd3o 8:Ngd: 
Pritices make thatr:Religion:whick: God has 
revealed, the': clhiet! mark and meature; of: 
their whole :Goyermmienc :1:Wheb::the en- 
courayimng3'ard , promorihg.t abna zvigorows 
Piety; ard? ſubbmerWertue;ahd like mAan- 
calling ard: fropagiribg. abr Drue: Relip. 
i011: by ways and: means ſujrable::to it; 
is:the ichief! defign: of; thejorRfllex:oWhen' 
picep and Vice *are (pupiſhbd; anddirron: 
is tepreſſed > bur! wichour:cherrwine of fuck; 
_ a$"/art involved (ih 152: When the 2deccngy) 
of rhe; Worſhip: of -God19 kept.up, with- 
ertadutearing: ic gn Superftitiohoo When 
Otter -is/ earried-o-i@ the hurgh;oÞt God, 
wikhour Tyranny v2And fbdve ally when 


Princes 
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- Princes. arc” in their | own deporrment, Ex- 
amples of the Fear of Gad', but without 
AﬀeRation-; and when' it is viſible” that 
they ihonour. thoſe; -that | fear the ' Eord, and 
that eviſe-men | are deſpiſed by\: them, then: do 
they -truly Rule inthe. Fear of God. When 
we fee 'Kings become thus truly Chriſtian 
Phuloſophers; »then ' we may: expect to ſee: 
the:Ciry of 'Gdd,\ rhe New Jeruſalem, quickly 
come-.down'from- Heaven: to (cttle among' 
us; and if we may: look for a glorious 
Thouſand- Years on-Earth, we mayreckon 
thar: 1:5 het far from 15 1 when we ſee 
Kings: fall 'down: before: him/! that. is-the 


Edidts ; but by! Examples ofctriie Religion, 
and good Litter: Kings 1:Exampics, i. baye) 
an ' Efficacy": which few: can {-refift;, ; and) 
none” witl -affe& todo (it. 1-If Bvenes 


that 


that happen ſeldom, rmay be called Mi. 
racles, this may well deferve that Nathe ; 
and. indeed colidefitig that as Ptitiees 
carry the Frailties of Huntii Natiire 
about.them, ſo they hive Temprations 
ever near thet to Work ori thele, that 
the conſtant diſtraction of Aﬀiirs diflipates 
their Thoughts, and exhabſts theit Spitirs, 
that they are always cticottpaſſed with 
Flatterets, who are of all Occtfions cori- 
 triving how they miy pleaſe rlietft, even 

when it is by deceiving them, and that 

pleafures of all forts wait on then, arid 

follow thient z - whett all chis is laid toge- 

ther, the Miracle of 4 truly Religiotts 

Prince is perhaps none of cis (mifleft 

effects of Ormtipoterice, and it runs riot- 
the hazard of lofing its Valiie by being 

ſhewed roo! oftar. 

Bt when thers is a {olid Motility atid 
gonuine: Picry, well tempered\ and triixed 
wgcther, and that Princes are both ' aff 
ind Fearing” God; afid that they govert 
Themfelves and deir Pcople by thoſe 
racafures, wen we miſe acktiowledg thac 
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not only the Figures which are here 
made - uſe of, tho with never ſo much 
Beauty, but all that the Richeſt Fancy 
can invent, come: far ſhort of ſetrin 

forth the Happinels of being under ſuch 
a Government. The .Injuſt Vexations- of 
Law-Suits would ceaſe, if it appeared that 
Righteouſneſs ſate in . the place of Judgment; 
that the ; Perſons of, the Rich were not Regar- 
ded, nor their Preſents accepted : Men durſt 
not offend, it they ſaw that nothing 
could redeem them; trom- delerved puniſh- 
ments : -Fa&tions and Animoſities could 
not be kept up in Cities and -Communi- 
ties, if thole indiret Arts by which-they 
might hope to bials the Prince were cut 
oft: When true Merit is the ſure way to 
bigh Dignicies, tnen Men will take ito the 
long, tho ſlow Method of honeſt Induſtry, 
inſtead of the ſhorter way of Flattery and 
Importunicy. When Men are. put: out of 
countenance that will be yictous, , and are 
denied all thoſe Favours that the Prince will 
have to be the portion of the Vertuous : 
When the Decencies of Vertue are-more 
neceſliry 


Iing William and Queen Mary. 


neceſſary to make a Man look well at Courr, 
than the wearing Cloaths in Faſhion , whe 
Atheiſm and Impiety are 1 bings which 
Priaces cannot: bear -- when a drunken 
Man'is'a moſt loathſom. fi ight, and Oaths 
and Curſes are the moſt offenſive ſounds 
ro them ; when Slanders, Lies and Calum- 
nies can otily hurt hiſs: that make them, 
and next to the Authors, thoſe that ſcat- 
ter_ them abour:. When all thele, or if 
that is too 'much to be hoped for, when 
bur ſome of them appear in the condu&t 
of ' Government, Men'will be tempted 
to:doubr' whether they ſhould wiſh to car- 
ry ſtill here on Earth, or not: How ma- 
ny of our Paſtions would then fall off, 
when we {ſhould have no more occaſion' 
for them, © nor '' provocations/ to them. : 
Fears la; Jealouſies, ” Difcontent and ' Ill- 
nature could not thrive, as they do, if 
all that Nouriſhment which the Errours 
of Crovernment afford them, were wirh- 
drawn. | 
Bur to complear the Picture [ {Hall on- 
ly ſer before you the different State of the 

D 2 Romans 
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Romans, when they paſled from the Vici- 
ous Reigns of luch Execrable Moaſters, 
as Tiberius, { aligwla, - Nero, and Domitian, 
it! to the happy times of Trajan, Hadriaz, 
=_ - Antonine , buc above all, of - chat :moſt 
" {ublime pattern of | Vertue and Philoſophy, 
Farcus Aurelini. Inthe former nothing was 
ſtudied bur Vice and plealare: Nothing 
could raiſe a Man but ſordid Flattery, 
and an- oblequious courting of every. 
Creature of Fortune and- Favour, The 
whole buſineſs of the Court was to' cor- 
rupt and debaſe the Senate ; andto defiroy 
thoſe who {till retained; ſuch a Tincture 
of - their ancient Liberty, that nothing 
could ſubdue it : Spies and Informers | 
were "every where umployed, to engage 
Men into Dilcourles and Plots, which 

were to be betrayed, while corrupt Judges 

and falſe Wirneſles were ſure to carry. all 
things before them. And their very Re- 
ligion, falſe as it was, was vitiated by the l 
impudent mixtures of the moſt ſhameful 
Ldolatry, while their Emperours that were 

tie reproaches of Hamane Nature, had 


divine 
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divine Adorations payed them, and that 
with all the refinings and profuſion of 
Pomp in it, that nauſeous Flartery could 
invent. Their great City was laid in Aſhes, 
only .co gratify the wild Frolicks of an 

extravagant Tyranty, the Watlike Spirit 
of rhe Romans was enervned by Luxury 
and diſlolutene(s ; and the Empire i« felf 
was expoled, fielt+ to the: -conterpt, and 
then to the Inroads of their formerly ſab- 
dued Provinces, while a publick Spedta- 
cle, an Entenainment, or a Play, were 
the only cares of 2 Cort that hated the ve- 
ry. appearances of Vertue, and yer fill 
fancied it (elf to be the Terrour and Won- 
der of the World, till a fatal Revolution, 
or a. deadly tiroke awakened Men out of 


But this: ide of the Picture, is rot more 
hideous than the other- is Glorious ; the 
return of good Princes put a New Face 
on the whole Empire: Their Ancient 
Senſe of Liberty was revived, which mult 
ever carry. with it, all that is Great, or 
Noble in humane Nature ; with it Learn- 
ing' 


ITS 
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wg, and good Senſe, Wir and Eloquence, 
were "again recovered,  Frugality and So- 
| briety were again honoured, and a Mo- 
deſty and Simplicity of living ſhined a- 
freſh: Truth and' Vertue, and Philoſophy 
it ſelf began/'to reign. Tacitus and Plu- 
tarch, Epiftetus, and beyond them all 
Marcus Aurelius himſelf, were ſuch Men, 
that one. would bleſs: a whole Age, if it 
ſhould but produce one of that force: 
Marcus in a'Reign of almoſt twenty Years 
continuance , is repreſented by all the 
Writers of the ſucceeding as well as of 
his own Age, as ſo perte& a- Pattern, 
that there never appeared cither in his pri- 
vate Deportment,: or in his Government, 
one Single Blemiſh. He was never once 
{een either tranſported with Anger or with 
Joy. He was never charged with one Light 
Word, or any one Raſh Aion. - He lived 
in a perpetual Application to the Aﬀeairs 
of the Empire, andinthe intervals of buſi- 
neſs, even in his Expeditions and Gamps, 
he was imployed, in- thoſe profound Me- 
ditations of Philoſophy, which carry 


this 
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this Noble Title Of Himſelf to Himſelf; 
and in which we lee the molt natural and 
unaftefted contempr of all things, beſides 
Vertue and Croodneſs, expreſſed with the 
oreatelt force, and yet with the trueſt fim- 
plicity of any thing that Antiquity has 
left us. RY Rs Lt | 
Under ſuch Princes, the Romans could 
not. but recoyer their ancient Diſcipline, 
and their wonted Valour, and the Empire 
was again raiſed to its former Luſtre, and 
regained its loſt Authority ; but which 
was much more, in them.the World ſaw 


patterns of Vertue, that were too high for 


that corrupt Religion which. then prevail- 
ed; .and this perhaps diſpoled it, not a little 
for , Chriſtianity, that could nor. only con- 
G& with ſuch Morals, but carry them. far 


higher. 


If the oppoſition. of. thele two different 
Scenes of Government affe&t this Audi- 
tory, and if the, change ſeems - ſenſible, 


when ſet out in Words, it is You, GREAT 
SOVERAIGNS, that muſt give . this 


its beſt Light and utmoſt Force. Ic. is 


- 
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from You thar we expeCt che Glorions 
| Reverſe of all cloudy days. You have 
' been hicherro our Hope and our Defite : 
You muft now — our Glory and 
ram of refycmg : Ordinary Yertnes in 
on A fall 7 far ſhort * oor hopes, 
that we ſhall be tempted almoſt to think 
thera Fires. It ts m Your Perfons, and under 
Your Reign, that we hopeto fee an opert- 
preaching. May You not only accompl 
but exceed even our Wiſhes. May You be 
long happy in- one another. May You 
Reign long in your Perfons, and much 
longer itt a gforious Poſtericy, May You 
ve long the Stpport of the Chanchr of God, 
andthe Terrour of aft irs Enemies. May 
Yow be ever happy in obedient Subje&ts, 
in wiſe Councellours, and faithful Allies: 
| May your Fleets be profperots, and 
your Artmies Vidtorious. Bur may You 
foorr have ctuſe to ufe neither, by 
ſetling both at Home and Abrox#; a 
firm © and juſt Peace, and. by fecuring 
the' Qniet of Exropr- from choke who have 


ing to a Qlorrous Scene, which ſeems -q - 
al 


* ſo 
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b often, with ſo lictle regard. to the Faich 
of Treaties, and now at laſt beyond all 
| former Examples, diſtorbed it. - In order to 
| the obtaining all theſe Bleſſings, and in 
| Concluſion a ſure, tho a late. admittance. 

ro the Kingdom Above, where you ſhall 
exchange thele Crowns with a more laſting, 
as well as a more glorious One, © May not- 
only this Auditory, but the whole Nation, 
join with united Voices, and inflanied Hearts, 


in laying, 


Oo Save King William ann Queen Mary. 
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